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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: a period should be 
placed after the term "completed" (p.29, line 19). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maeda (US Patent 6,690,480 B2). 

With respect to claim 1 , Maeda discloses a facsimile apparatus (Internet 
facsimile apparatus 1 ) for allowing facsimile communications through a computer 
network (Internet 4), comprising: 

a storage section (RAM 12, see Fig. 1); 

an address acquisition section (a RAM 12 that stores destination addresses, col. 
9, lines 63-64) configured to acquire an address of other party of the facsimile 
communications during the facsimile communications (facsimile apparatus 1 exchanges 
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Internet addresses with a communication partner in the G3 facsimile mode, col. 1 , lines 
41-42); 

an address storage control section (destination table (Fig. 3)) configured to store 
the address acquired by the address acquisition section in the storage section at least 
when the address is not stored in the storage section; and 

an address designation section (CPU 5 accesses control data and destination 
data stored in RAM 12) configured to designate an address selectively from addresses 
stored in the storage section when the other party of the facsimile communications is 
designated and setting the designated address as an address of the other party. 

With respect to claim 2, Maeda discloses that the address storage control section 
(destination table (Fig. 3)) stores the address acquired by the address acquisition 
section in the storage section only when the address is not stored in the storage 
section. Examiner notes that the address data would be stored if the data were not 
present. 

With respect to claim 4, Maeda discloses that the apparatus has a simple 
address designating function (one-touch dial) of designating an address of the other 
party. of the facsimile communications by a simple operation, and the apparatus further 
comprises an address registering section configured to register the designated address 
as an address for the simple address designating function (destination data contains an 
Internet address of a corresponding one-touch dial, col. 5, lines 32-34). 

With respect to claim 5, Maeda discloses a communication-capability acquisition 
section (a RAM 12 that stores the presence/absence of G3 FAX function or Internet 
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FAX function, col. 10, lines 27-29) configured to acquire communication-capability 
information of the other party during the facsimile communications; and 

a communication-capability storage control section (a RAM 12 that stores the 
presence/absence of G3 FAX function or Internet FAX function, col. 10, lines 27-29) 
configured to store the communication-capability information acquired by the 
communication-capability acquisition section in the storage section in correspondence 
with the address acquired by the address acquisition section. 

With respect to claim 7, Maeda discloses a communication-capability storage 
control section configured to store communication-capability information in the storage 
section (a RAM 12 that stores the presence/absence of G3 FAX function or Internet 
FAX function, col. 10, lines 27-29) in correspondence with the address of the other party 
(see Fig. 3), the communication-capability information corresponding to communication 
capability including in affirmation information transmitted from the other party of the 
facsimile communications after the facsimile communications are completed. 

With respect to claim 9, Maeda discloses method of controlling a facsimile 
apparatus (Internet facsimile apparatus 1 using CPU 5) having a storage section (RAM 
12) and capable of facsimile communications through a computer network (see Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

an address acquisition step of acquiring an address of other party of the facsimile 
communications during the facsimile communications (facsimile apparatus 1 exchanges 
Internet addresses with a communication partner in the G3 facsimile mode, col. 1, lines 
41-42); 
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an address storage control step of storing at least the address acquired in the 
address acquisition step in the storage section when the address is not stored in the 
storage section (stores addresses in a destination table (Fig. 3)); and 

an address designation step of designating an address selectively from 
addresses stored in the storage section when the other party of the facsimile 
communications is designated and setting the designated address as an address of the 
other party (CPU 5 designates an address from destination table of Fig. 3 and sets that 
destination to effect transmission to a communications partner, col. 10, lines 27-34). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3, 6, and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8733. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimbeiiy Williams can be reached at 703-305-4863. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, DC 20231 

or Faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only ). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 

Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




KIMBERLY WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



